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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

LISTING OF CLAIMS: 

Claims 1-17 (Canceled). 

Claim 18 (Withdrawn-Currently Amended): P e ptid e A peptide composition 
charact e riz e d in that it compris e s comprising: 

(a) a-an isolated p olvprotein NS3/NS4 of the hepatitis C virus , as w e ll as and 
£b) a -an isolated p olypeptide NS5b of the hepatitis C virus. 

Claim 19 (Withdrawn-Currently Amended): Peptid e The peptide composition 
according to claim 18, charact e riz e d in that wherein said NS3 and/or NS4 and/or NS5b 
originate from viruses of different genotypes. 

Claim 20 (Withdrawn-Currently Amended): Peptide The peptide composition 
according to claim 18, charact e riz e d in that wherein said NS3, NS4 and NS5b originate from a 
virus of the same genotype , preferably genotype lb . 

Claim 21 (Currently Amended): Expression An expression vector charact e riz e d in that 
it compriGOG Comprising: 

(a) a nucleotide sequence coding for the polyprotein NS3/NS4 of the hepatitis C virus. 
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(b) -aftd a nucleotide sequence coding for the polypeptide NS5b of the hepatitis C virus , 

and 

(c) as w e ll as the means necessary to the there-expression of said nucleotide sequences . 

Claim 22 (Currently Amended): Expr e ssion The expression vector according to claim 
2 1 , charact e riz e d in tha t wherein the nucleotide sequences code for a polyprotein and a 
polypeptide originating from viruses of different genotypes. 

Claim 23 (Currently Amended): Expr e ssion The expression vector according to claim 
21, charact e riz e d in that wherein the nucleotide sequences code for a polyprotein and a 
polypeptide originating from a virus of the same genotype , pr e f e rably th e g e notyp e lb . 

Claim 24 (Currently Amended): Expr e ssion The expression vector according to claim 
21, charact e riz e d in that this wherein said expression vector is an adenovirus. 

Claim 25 (Currently Amended): Expr e ssion The expression vector according to claim 
24, charact e riz e d in that wherein the genome of the adenovirus is modified so as to replace the 
El region by the expression cassette CMV-NS3-NS4 and to replace the E3 region by the 
expression cassette SV40-NS5b. 



Claim 26 (Currently Amended): Expr e ssion The expression vector according to claim 
21, charact e riz e d in that this wherein said expresssion vector is a poxvirus. 
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Claim 27 (Currently Amended): Expr e ssion The expression vector according to claim 
26, characteriz e d in that wherein the genome of the poxvirus is modified so as to insert the 
expression cassette ph5r-NS3-NS4 and to insert the expression cassette p7.5- NS5b. 

Claim 28 (Currently Amended): Microorganism A microorganism or host cell 
transformed by an expression vector as defined in claim 2 1 . 

Claim 29 (Currently Amended): A method for the inhibition, prevention or control of 
an infection caused by the-hepatitis C virus in an animal, pr e f e rably human, 
comprising wherein said method comprises administering to an animal in need thereof: 

(a) the use of a peptide composition that comprisos comprising a an isolated polyprotein 
NS3/NS4 of the hepatitis C virus , as w e ll as and an isolated a polypeptide NS5b of the 
hepatitis C virus 7 ; 

(b) or of an expression vector comprising (i) a nucleotide sequence coding for the 
polyprotein NS3/NS4 of the hepatitis C virus, (ii) a nucleotide sequence coding for the 
polypeptide NS5b of the hepatitis C virus, and (iii) the means necessary to the expression of 
said nucleotide sequences as defined in claim 21, ; 

(c) or of an expression vector comprising a nucleotide sequence coding for the 
polyprotein NS3/NS4 of the hepatitis C virus with -and an expression vector comprising a 
nucleotide sequence coding for the polypeptide NS5b of the hepatitis C virus^ : or 

(d) an expression vector comprising nucleotide sequences coding for said the 
polyprotein NS3/NS4 of the hepatitis C virus and said- the p olypeptide NS5b of the hepatitis 
C virus , said nucl e otid e s e qu e nc e s corr e sponding to th e s e qu e nc e s contain e d in th e 
e xpr e ssion v e ctors as d e fin e d in claim 21, placed under the control of elements necessary to 
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an expression constitutive of and/or inducible from said polvprotein NS3/NS4 of the hepatitis 
C virus and said polypeptide NS5b of the hepatitis C virus p eptides . 

Claim 30 (Withdrawn-Currently Amended): Pharmac e utical A pharmaceutical 
composition comprising a , in particular vaccine, wherein said vaccine comprises: 

(a) comprising as activ e ingr e di e nt th ea peptide composition that comprises comprising 
an isolated a polyprotein NS3/NS4 of the hepatitis C virus , as w e ll as and an isolated- a 
polypeptide NS5b of the hepatitis C virus 7 ; 

(b) -er an expression vector comprising (i) a nucleotide sequence coding for the 
polyprotein NS3/NS4 of the hepatitis C virus, (ii) a nucleotide sequence coding for the 
polypeptide NS5b of the hepatitis C virus, and (iii) the means necessary to the expression of 
said nucleotide sequences as d e fin e d in claim 21, ; or 

fcVer an expression vector comprising a nucleotide sequence coding for the polyprotein 
NS3/NS4 of the hepatitis C virus wkh -and an expression vector comprising a nucleotide 
sequence coding for the polypeptide NS5b of the hepatitis C virus . 

Claim 31 (Withdrawn-Currently Amended): Pharmaceutical The pharmaceutical 
composition according to claim 30, charact e rized in that it also wherein said pharmaceutical 
composition further comprises a pharmaceutically appropriate vehicle. 

Claim 32 (Currently Amended): Pharmac e utical A pharmaceutical kit , in particular 
vaccinal comprising a vaccine , charact e riz e d in that it wherein said vaccine comprises; 

(a) at least one expression vector comprising a nucleotide sequence coding for the 
polyprotein NS3/NS4 of the hepatitis C virus; and 
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(b) at least one expression vector comprising a nucleotide sequence coding for the 
Polyp e ptid e polypeptide N S5b of the hepatitis C virus . 

Claim 33 (Withdrawn-Currently Amended): Pharmaceutical A pharmaceutical kit 
comprising a vaccine , wherein said vaccine in particular vaccinal, characterized in that it 
comprises: 

(a) at least one adenoviral expression vector charact e riz e d in that it 
compris e s comprising a nucleotide sequence coding for the polyprotein NS3/NS4 of the 
hepatitis C virus, aftd-a nucleotide sequence coding for the polypeptide NS5b of the hepatitis 
C virus , as w e ll as and the means necessary to thek^ -the expression of said nucleotide 
sequences , wh e r e in said v e ctor is an ad e novirus : and 

(b) at least one poxviral expression vector characteriz e d in that it compris e s comprising 
a nucleotide sequence coding for the polyprotein NS3/NS4 of the hepatitis C virus, aftd-a 
nucleotide sequence coding for the polypeptide NS5b of the hepatitis C virus , as w e ll as and 
the means necessary to feeir -the expression of said nucleotide sequences , wh e r e in said v e ctor 
is a poxvirus . 

Claim 34 (Currently Amended): Pharmac e utical A pharmaceutical kit comprising a 
vaccine, wherein said vaccine comprises: , in particular vaccinal, comprising 
(a) at least one of the following expression veetep -vectors: 

(i) an expression vector comprising a nucleotide sequence coding for 

the polyprotein NS3/NS4 of the hepatitis C virus, a nucleotide sequence coding for 
the polypeptide NS5b of the hepatitis C virus, and the means necessary to the 
expression of said nucleotide sequences: and 
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as d e fin e d in claim 21, or (ii) at least on ean expression vector 

comprising a nucleotide sequence coding for the polyprotein NS3/NS4 of the hepatitis 
C virus w kh- and an expression vector comprising a nucleotide sequence coding for 
the Polypeptid e polypeptide NS5b of the hepatitis C virus^ : and 
(b) at least one of the following compositions: 

(i) at l e ast on ea peptide composition that compris e s a comprising an 

isolated polyprotein NS3/NS4 of the hepatitis C virus , as w e ll as a and an isolated 
polypeptide NS5b of the hepatitis C virus a ef- and 

(ii) at l e ast on e a composition comprising an isolated nucleotide 

sequence coding for the polyprotein NS3/NS4 of the hepatitis C virus and for the 
polypeptide NS5b of the hepatitis C virus . 

Claim 35 (Withdrawn-New) The peptide composition according to claim 20, 
wherein said NS3, NS4, and NS5b originate from a virus of genotype lb. 

Claim 36 (New) The expression vector according to claim 23, wherein said 
nucleotide sequences code for a polyprotein and a polypeptide originating from a virus of 
genotype lb. 

Claim 37 (New) The method of claim 29, wherein said animal is a human. 



